LISTING OF THE CLAIMS: 



Claims 1-18 (Cancelled). 

driye^said membrane bounding in conjunction with a concave pum p bod y jiujace, a 
pump chamber, an inlet channel and an outlet channel which open to respectively an inlet 
opening and an outlet opening formed in the pump body surface, said membrane having a 
membrane^ ewe and an elastically deformable membrane ring, said membrane ^core 
having a convex surface, which is conformed to the pump body surface, paid inlet 
opgimg^ging arranged in a region of the pump body surface which the membrane 
initia lly approaches du ring an expulsion stroke of the crank drive and wherein the 
elastically deformable membrane ring closes the inlet opening before the reaching of top 
dead center by. the crank drive, and wherein an inlet valve is provided which is arranged 
in the region of the inlet opening of the inlet channel, 

characterized in that in an edge region of the inlet opening, there is formed a 
surrounding control edge against which the elastically deformable membrane ring bears 
so as to close the inlet valve. 
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/2CT (New) The membrane pump according to claim >9fwherein the inlet valve 
includes a valve plate which covers over the inlet opening. 

^2tT(New) The membrane pump according to claim^9Twherein the middle point 
of the inlet opening is located at least approximately in the plane of rotation of the crank 
of said crank drive. 
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^ (New) The membrane pump according to claim J$f wherein the elastically 
deformable membrane ring closes the inlet opening at a rotary cranking position of the 
crank drive which is at an angle of up to 90° before top dead center of the crank drive. 

s2T~(New) The membrane pump according to claim ^aajwherein the elastically 
deformable membrane ring closes the inlet opening at a rotary cranking position of the 
crank drive which is at an angle within the range of about 20° to 90° before top dead 
center of the crank drive. 
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^T(New) The membrane pump according to claim^T wherein the middle axis of 
the inlet channel is orientated perpendicularly to the pump body surface. 

^/^T(New) The membrane pump according to claiip^wherein the outlet opening 
of the outlet channel is located in a region of the pump body surface which is last 
approached by the membrane and which is reached earliest by the membrane at the top 
dead center of the crank drive. 

^ x2o\(New) The membrane pump according to clain^HCwherein the middle point 
of the outlet opening of the outlet channel is arranged in an inner region of the pump 
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body surface which is located opposite to the membrane core of the membrane. 
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